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Abstract

The contravention between (il)Fa-lamma and (L@;)Wa-lammﬁ in

Surat Yuasuf: A Contextual Approach

Qur’an memorizers have long paid close attention to identifying and
recording similar or repetitive expressions in the Qur’an (al-mutashabihat).
Many have relied on mnemonic poems, or memorizing systems to control
similar verses, or authoring books on classifying and listing them. This is an
old mechanical method that is being replaced today by the least powertul
computers in terms of counting, and it is certainly more efficient and faster.
Although it protects the readers from errors during memorization in prayers,
or competitions, and the like, it often distracts them from pondering the
meanings, which is the goal that Allah urged us to do in more than one verse,
and which the Companions, the Followers, and the great scholars were keen

to adhere to.

The expressions () fa-lamma and (L4 5) wa-lamma appear nineteen
times in Stirat Yasuf. These occurrences have attracted the attention of
memorizers, who have attempted to organize them through memorization
rules, or statistical observations. This study acknowledges and appreciates
those eftorts, but it moves beyond enumeration to explore the contextual
and rhetorical significance of these two expressions. Rather than limiting the
analysis to the traditional grammatical view—where waw generally indicates
coordination and {3’ indicates sequence and immediacy—this research
examines how their use is shaped by context and meaning. The study shows
that the choice between fa-lamma and wa-lamma often reflects subtle
differences related to the length of time, emotional states, and narrative
pacing. In some contexts, it highlights psychological tension or disturbance,
while in others it conveys calmness and reassurance. At times, it suggests
speed and sudden action, and at other times deliberation and composure. In

certain passages, it points to an unexpected and striking turn of events,
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whereas in others it leads to an outcome that appears natural and anticipated.
The study argues that these patterns reveal important aspects of Qur’anic
rhetorical precision and contribute to a deeper understanding of the narrative

coherence and expressive richness of Stirat Yuisuf.

Keywords: Qur’anic Rhetoric; Stirat Yasuf; Fa-lamma3; Wa-lamma
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